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Juggling act: staff as students
Fitting in not a problem
for nontraditional student

Development secretcuy
also balances two majors

Editor's Note: These two
stories spotlight classified staff
who are taking advantage of the
tuition credit offered by the
University. Classified staff who
are taking classes and would be
willing to be the subjects of
future stories may contact Moni·
tor at monitor@bgnetbgsu.edu.

What advice would Ann
Hoyt, secretary in the development office, give to fellow classified staff who may be contemplating taking classes at the
Universil)'?
"Do it. Absolutely. Just do it,"
she said.
Hoyt is pursuing a bachelor's

Like most adults who are
considering a return to the
college classroom, Marcia
Sproul, alumni, was worried
that she wouldn't fit in with the
younger students on campus.
But, she said, her worries were
unfounded.
"It wasn't a problem to the
extent that I imagined it at all,"
Sproul said. "After the first few
classes, I realized it was not
going to be a problem at all.
Some of the younger students
even seem to look up to the
older ones, and I noticed many
of them do go out of their way
to include us."
As with all nontraditional
students, Sprouls main worry
was juggling work, family and
school, any one of which could
be a full-time activil): She was
hired at the University in 1989
as a temporary employee in the
financial aid office and the fol·
lowing year, became a full-time
classified staff member as a
secretary in the alumni office.
She had an associate degree
in dental and medical assistance
from the Elkhart (Ind.) Institute
of Technology when she decided
to return to college to pursue a
bachelor's degree in purchasing
and materials management
"Before I started working here, I
was a purchasing agent in a
pri\-ate business and here at the
alumni office, I do buying for
the gift shop," she explained.
"It \\-asn't hard to decide to
go back to school," Sproul said.
"The hard part was juggling my
work load and family responsibilities around school"
Since she works full-time,
Sproul has been taking evening
classes. "Usually I take one class
per semester," she said. "And a
couple of times, fve been able to
sneak in two classes in one
semester, but thats pretl)' hard.
r,·e also taken some summer

classes, but thats even harder. It
sounds good because you get it
over so quickly, but the summer
classes are very condensed."
How has she balanced all her
responsibilities? "I've lost a lot
of sleep," Sproul said. "I usually
take classes that allow me to
take one class a week from 6-9

Marcia Sproul Oeft) and Ann Hoyt are among the classified staff
who are also taking classes at the University.

p.m. That fits into my schedule
better than meeting two nights a
week. I have a teenage daughter
and shes active in sports, so the
once-a-week schedule lets me
take her around to her games
and be active in other things,
too."
Taking night classes, Sproul
said she thought she would see
more nontraditional students,
but thus far has been disappointed. "There really aren't that
many older students in the
classes," she said, adding "I wish
there were more."
She recently received a boost
from Classified Staff Council in
the form of a $250 scholarship.
"That will help," she said, "and
its nice they give recognition
that way to those of us who are
going back to school"
Despite the increased daily
load, "fve really enjoyed going
back," Sproul said. "It's a lot of
work, but it also gives me a lot
of pleasure-a feeling of accomplishment"
Any advice for other adults
who are considering taking the
plunge? "Don't think about how
long it will take you to finish,"
she said.

degree with a dual major in
psychology and technical writing. She said balancing work,
school and a family has been
difficult at times, but the rewards outweigh the frustrations.
"There are times when you
want to quit," Hoyt said. "There
are times when you \\-ant to pull
your hair out There are times
when you cry because you think
its too hard, but the benefits are
overwhelming.
"I can't really explain it; its
just such a feeling of accomplishment The way it makes
you feel inside-it makes you
feel more of a person. For me, it
was something I wanted to do
for a long time; it was a way of
fulfilling a pan of me that \\-as
missing."
"You have to have a supportive family," she added. "I have
two children-a son, 17, and a
daughter, 15-and a husband,
and they all pitch in and help.
When I study, the children

study, too, and I think that helps
them as much as me."
Hoyt, who has been taking
classes for seven years, started
from square one. As one of
seven siblings, "going to college
didn't seem like an option, so
when I decided to take classes
here, I had to start from the
beginning," she said. "We have
such a wonderful (tuition credit)
benefit here, I decided to take
advantage of it"
Her decision to seek a dual
major was twofold: "I took
technical writing because many
of my instructors told me I
should be a writer, and writing
is something fve always enjoyed. I'm going for psycholog}~
too, because I want to get into
career counseling. I want to get
into the academic side of things
and assist students who are
trying to make their career
choices."
Has Hoyt found it difficult
returning to the classroom as an
adult? "I've really enjoyed taking
classes," she said. "At first I felt
awkward, being older than the
rest of the students, but they've
been real receptive."
Some are "less than supportive," she added, '"but the majority of the students have been
very helpful, very nice. Some of
them have even come to me for
help. And in most classes I've
taken, there have been at least
three or four other older students, so rm not totally alone."
Hoyt takes one to two classes
per semester "depending on the
complexity of the class and the
workload it entails. I try to take
most of my classes in the
evening, but when its not possible, I take them during the
day."
The development office
allows her to take daytime
classes "as long as I make up the
hours at some point, either right
after work or in the evening,"
she said. "I'm fortunate to have
bosses who are very supportive
(Continued on page 2)
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and offer encouragement during
the rough times.·
Hoyt estimated it will take
her five or six more years to
meet her goal. "And that's hard,
thinking of it that far off, but the

Move-In crew members wanted
The First Year Experience Program and the Office of Residence
Life are again seeking faculty and staff willing to comprise a residence hall move-in crew on Aug. 21.
In addition to helping students move in, volunteers will assist at
lobby check-in areas. Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m., and a commitment to
at least a two-hour shift is requested
Anyone interested in participating should contact Jodi \\~bb,
director of the First Year Experience Program, by Aug. 6 at
jweb~neLbgsu.edu. Those who express interest will be contacted
to confirm the times they will be available on Aug. 21.

August computer classes
The following is the August schedule of free computer classes
designed for BGSU facull)• and staff. For more infonnation or to
register, call continuing education, international and summer programs, 2-8181.
Databases:
•Access I, Aug. 3, 1-4 p.m., PC/\V"mdows 95.
•Access 11, Aug. 10, 1-4 p.m., PC/Windows.
The Net:
•Create Web Pages/HTML Basics, Aug. 11, 9 a.m.-noon,
Macintosh, and 1-4 p.m., PC/Windows.
•More HTML, Aug. 4, 9 a.m.-noon, PC/\V"mdows, and 1-4 p.m.,
Macintosh.
Presentations:
•PowerPoint I, Aug. 16, 1-4 p.m., Macintosh, and Aug. 17, 1-4
p.m., PCJWmdows.
Publishing:
•PageMaker I, Aug. 12, 1-4 p.m., PC./Windows.
•PageMaker II, Aug. 19, 1-4 p.m., PC/Windows.
The continuing education office can also customize classes. For
more information, call Carl Dettmer. 2-7872.

'Interim' removed from latta's title
Marcia Latta, interim director of development since last August,
has been appointed as director of development and associate vice
president for University advancement.
During the 1998-99 fISCal year, total giving to the University was
a record-setting $5.4 million, exceeding the 1997-98 figure by about
14 percent and the goal of $5.3 million.
"In addition, multi-year pledges for institutional priorities have
significantly increased during Marcia's brief tenure as leader of development operations," according to j. Douglas Smith, vice president
for University advancement, who announced the appointment.

Possible presenters still sought for series
Names of prospective presenters are still being taken for "Women
in the Faith Communities," a new lunchtime series scheduled to
start in September at the Women's Center.
The series is set for Tuesdays once a month from SeptemberDecember and February-April. At each program, one of the seven
presenters being sought from differing denominations/belief systems
will discuss current issues and the role of women in her faith communil)~ A panel discussion with all the presenters is planned for
May.
Any women who are interested either in being a presenter or
suggesting someone they think might be a good presenter may contact Jane Rosser at the Women's Center (2-7227). The email address
is womenct@bgneLbgsu.edu.

campus calendar ••••
Monday.July 26
Dissertation defense, 1 p.m., 123 Overman Hall, by Zinaida
Romanova, photochemical sciences, on "The Effects of
Hemicarcerand's Structure on Long-Range Electronic Coupling.~
Monday Musicians, 11:30 a.m., Student Union oval.
Tuesday, July 27
visionlite. 7:30 p.m., Women's Center, 108 Hanna Hall.
VISION, 9 p.m., Women's Center.

job postings •••••••
FACUL1Y
Marketing. Assistant/associate professor, tenure track. Call
Susan Petroshius, 2-2041.
Deadline: Sept. 10.
Contact human resources at
372-8421 for infonnation regarding the following:
CL\SSIFIED
Deadline for employees to
apply is noon Friday (July 30).
Computer Lab Supervisor
(C-121-V)-College ofBusiness
Administration Information
Services. Pay grade 8.
Vehicle Operator 2 (C-115,
116, 117, 118, 119and120-S)Shuttle Service. Six positions,
nine-month pan-time, also
being listed off campus. Pay
grade 6.
ADMINISTRATIVE
Manager, University Dining
Services (V-068)-Dining Services. Administrative grade level
12. Deadline: July 30.
Basic Writing Specialist (5073)-Student Support Services.
Administrative grade level 13.
Deadline: July 30.

Counselor (M-074)-Student Support Services. Administrative grade level 12. Deadline:
July 30.
Math Specialist (V-075)Student Support Services. Administrative grade level 12.
Deadline: July 30.
Assistant Director/Career
Technology (M-058)-Career
Services. Administrative grade
level 15. Deadline: Aug. 2.
Academic Ad,i.ser (5-079)Undergraduate Student Sen;ces.
Administrative grade level 14.
Deadline: Aug. 6.
Assistant Director (5-077)Multicultural Affairs. Administrative grade level 13. Deadline:
Aug.6.
Systems Coordinator (5022)-Student Financial Aid
Search reopened; administrative
grade level 15. Deadline: Aug. 6.
Mathematics CoordinatorFirelands College. Administrative grade level 13. Deadline:
Aug. 7.
Psychologist (M-076)Counseling Center. Administrative grade level 17. Deadline:
Aug. 30.

harder it is, the more you appreciate it when you accomplish it.
You can do an)'lhing you want
to do, if you're just willing to
work hard at it and if you're
open to iL.

\Vednesday,July 28
Brown Bag Luncheon, noon, Women's Center, -visions from
South Africa." Teresa Kasperick, who directed the BGSU production
of "Woz.a Alben!" last November, will share the challenges and
rewards of the project. -woz.a Alben!" is being performed at this
year's South African National Ans Festival.
Eating Disorders Support Group. 7:30 p.m., Women's Center.
Mo\ie, .. Enemy of the State,w 8 p.m., 111 Olscamp Hall. Free.
Saturday, July 31
Public skating. 5:45-7:30 p.m., Ice Arena.
Sunday, Aug. 1
Public skating, 4-5:45 p.m., Ice Arena.
Monday, Aug. 2
Monday Musicians, 11:30 a.m., Student Union oval.
Continuing Events
July 27-31
..State Fair," Huron Playhouse, each performance at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for students and senior citizens, and $6 for
children. For reservations, call 419-433-4744.

II

in memory

••••••

Radha G. Laba, 68, a professor emeritus of mathematics and
statistics, diedjuly 14 in Pen)'sburg.
Laba came to the University in 1972 and retired in 1996. A
memorial service will be held on campus at a later date.

